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that the farm of Mr. Roach is considered one of the finest in the district, being composed
of two hundred acres; he is also largely engaged in the milk business and keeps about 25
cows.” (p.234)

1.6 Confirmation of Archaeological Potential
Based on the proximity of previously identified archaeological sites as well as certain
physical and historical features within proximity to the proposed study corridor, we have
confirmed that there is high potential for the recovery of archaeological resources within
undisturbed portions of its limits (see Table 4).

John Drew resided at Lots 24 and 25, Concession 3. Drew was a farmer and the son of
John Drew Sr. who came to Toronto in 1830. John Drew Sr. was a machinist and is
believed to have made the first steam engine in Toronto. He established a foundry but
then worked with the Gooderham Distillery.
Charles McBride, a hotel proprietor, situated in Eglinton was one of the original pioneers
of central Toronto. Charles moved to Yonge Street, Lot 17, Concession 1, which was the
location where his father, John McBride, was born in 1802. Charles McBride commenced
the hotel business at Prospect House, Eglinton, and worked there for 14 years. He
established another hotel on his father’s lot in 1872.

Table 4: Checklist for Determining Archaeological Potential
1
2a

2b

York East:
2c

Thomas Elgie resided at Lot 15, Concession 2. Elgie opened the “celebrated” Bay Horse
Hotel in Toronto soon after immigrating to Canada in 1841. After seven years he
purchased Lot 15, Concession 2, York East, which he improved and cultivated up to his
death in 1880. Four children by his second wife, Elizabeth Beckwith (daughter of George
Beckwith), survived him.

3

4

J. H. Taylor was the eldest son of James Taylor, a farmer. J. H. Taylor was born in Don
Mills in 1853. He lived at the family homestead at Lot 3, Concession 3, York East, until
1879. In that year, J. H. Taylor moved to Lot 10, Concession 3. There he devoted his time
to cattle breeding. He married Miss Matilda McLean, in 1879, and she bore him three
sons.
Mark Barker came to Canada in 1830 and engaged in farming in Little York. In 1834,
Barker purchased 100 acres on Lot 5, Concession 3, which he cultivated until his death in
1869. His eldest son Mark Barker Jr. took over the farming business.
Scarboro:

6

7
10
11

Francis Thompson, residing at Lot 34, Concession C, Scarboro, was the youngest son of
William and Mary Thompson. Francis Thompson and his family lived briefly in the
United States and moved to Little York and then settled in Scarboro. Francis was engaged
in clearing his father’s property which he purchased upon his father’s death. He has been
very successful as a farmer. The History of Toronto and the County of York, Volume II
indicated that, “[a]lthough often solicited to accept municipal honours [Francis
Thompson] has always declined.” (p.278)
The biographies listed above provide context to the historic resources that may be
encountered. Though some discoveries may not be directly linked to the people above,
they will likely be related to farming, unless situated near the village of Eglinton, which
would likely yield items associated with local commercial industry.
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Feature of Archaeological Potential

Yes

Registered Archaeological Sites
within 250 metres
Presence of primary watercourse
within 300 metres of the study area
(lakes, rivers, streams, creeks)
Presence of secondary watercourse
within 200 metres of the study area
(springs, marshes, swamps,
intermittent streams)
Features indicating past presence of
water source within 300 metres
(former shorelines, relic water
channels, beach ridges)
Elevated topography, distinctive land
formations, or pockets of sandy soil
etc.
Evidence of early Euro-Canadian
settlement within 300 metres
Associated with historic
transportation route (railway,
roadway etc.)
Associated with food or scarce
resource harvest areas (migratory
routes, spawning areas, chert
outcrops)
Contains property designated under
the Ontario Heritage Act
Local knowledge

X

Recent (post-1960) disturbance
confirmed extensive and intensive

X

No

Not
Available

Comment
If Yes, potential
confirmed
If Yes, potential
confirmed

X

X

If Yes, potential
confirmed

X

If Yes, potential
confirmed

X

If Yes to two or more of
3-7, potential confirmed

X

If Yes to two or more of
3-7, potential confirmed
If Yes to two or more of
3-7, potential confirmed

X

X

If Yes to two or more of
3-7, potential confirmed

X

If Yes to two or more of
3-9, potential confirmed
If Yes, potential
confirmed
If Yes, no potential

X
X

2.0. Field Review
A non-intrusive field review of the subject lands was conducted during the months of
April, May and September, 2009. The purpose of the field review was to identify and
describe high potential areas requiring additional archaeological research and low
potential areas not warranting further archaeological concern. The weather throughout
these reviews varied from overcast to sunny with temperatures ranging between 10-15°C.
The subject lands were entirely photo-documented (see Figures 5.1-5.14).
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Western Portion of the ECLRT: Figures 5.1 – 5.5:
The western portion of the ECLRT study corridor, extending from Renforth Drive to west
of York Civic Centre (between STA 106+200 and 106+300), is located within a densely
urbanized portion of the City of Toronto, encompassing commercial, industrial, and
residential land-uses, roadways, railways, hydro corridors, fallow and grassed fields, and
valleylands surrounding Mimico Creek, Humber River, and Black Creek (see Plates 129). While the majority of this segment of the study corridor is to be constructed within a
disturbed, existing ROW, (see Plates 3-6, 8-17, 19-20, 23-25, 26, 28) it must not be
assumed that the existence of this or any of the other above listed disturbances removes
all archaeological potential from the areas where they are present. Confirmation of this
can only be achieved through a Stage 2 archaeological survey. As such, due to the
established high potential for the recovery of both Aboriginal and Euro-Canadian
archaeological remains within this portion of the study corridor, further Stage 2 test-pit
investigations of all undisturbed locations will be necessary if these areas are to be
disturbed by construction activities (see Figures 5.1-5.5).

further Stage 2 archaeological field assessment will be required. Furthermore, proposed
construction of the centre portion of the corridor runs immediately adjacent to the
Prospect Cemetery, located south of Eglinton Avenue West, between McRoberts Avenue
and Harvie Avenue (Figures 5.5-5.6). Research of the aforementioned cemetery has
revealed that the depths of burials range from two to ten feet (0.6 to 3.04 metres) and are
located six feet (1.82 metres) beyond the ROW limits. Should construction activities
impact the burials at this cemetery in any way, a re-design will likely be necessary.

In addition, two Aboriginal Village sites AkGu-6 – Roseland and AkGu-24 - Hunter, are
located within this segment of the study corridor. According to site record forms housed
at the Ministry of Culture, other than the identification of these sites, no detailed
archaeological investigations have been conducted at either location. It is, therefore,
recommended that a Stage 2 investigation of all undisturbed lands within close proximity
to these sites be undertaken to assess what, if any, archaeological impacts will occur to
either area. Likewise, should construction activities occur within 10 metres of the current
Richview Memorial Cemetery limits (also known as, Union Chapel Cemetery plus
Willow Grove and McFarlane Cemeteries), located south of Eglinton Avenue West at the
cloverleaf intersection of Highways 427 and 401, further Stage 2 and Stage 3
investigations of this location will be necessary (see Figure 5.1). This testing is
necessary to identify any burial features that may be present, since human remains may
be unmarked and have the potential to be disturbed. Burials in nineteenth century historic
cemeteries were not highly regulated; these burials often employing markers of little
substance that have since disappeared. Thus, should disturbances take place immediately
adjacent to, or within, the boundaries of a pioneer cemetery, Stage 3 cemetery
investigations will always be required.
Centre Portion of the ECLRT: Figures 5.5 – 5.10:
The centre portion of the corridor, proposed to be installed at approximately 9.72 metres
below grade, from west of York Civic Centre (between STA 106+200 and 106+300) to
immediately west of the West Don River (STA 117+000), is located within a densely
urbanized portion of the City of Toronto. The study corridor at grade encompasses
commercial, industrial, municipal, and residential land-uses, roads, the former Belt Line
railway, now the Kay Gardner Beltline Park, the Eglinton West Station of the YongeUniversity Spadina Line, grassed frontages, parklands, and the valleylands surrounding
Black Creek and the West Don River (see Plates 30-53). Due to the deep construction
depths proposed for this section, further field assessments will not be required as the
depth to which construction will occur will be too deep to impact any potential overlying
archaeological material. However, where any at ground disturbances associated with
tunnelling activities is to occur (i.e.: shaft construction, staging areas, work zones etc.),
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Eastern Portion of the ECLRT: Figures 5.10 – 5.13:
The east portion of the ECLRT study corridor, proposed to be installed at grade from
STA 117+000 to 124+000, is located within a densely urbanized portion of the City of
Toronto, encompassing commercial, industrial, and residential land-uses, roadways,
railways, Kennedy Station of the Scarborough Rapid Transit Line, hydro corridors,
grassed frontages, and valleylands surrounding the West Don River, the East Don River
and Massey Creek (see Plates 54-66). While the majority of this segment of the study
corridor is disturbed, it must not be assumed that the existence of any of these
disturbances removes all archaeological potential from the areas where they are present.
Confirmation of this can only be achieved through a Stage 2 archaeological survey. As
such, due to the established high potential for the recovery of both Aboriginal and EuroCanadian archaeological remains within this portion of the study corridor, further Stage 2
test-pit investigations of all undisturbed locations will be necessary if these areas are to
be disturbed by construction activities (see Plates 54, 57-60, 63).
Pearson International Airport Portion of the ECLRT: Figure 5.14:
The Pearson International Airport section is located within a densely urbanized portion of
the City of Toronto and encompasses commercial, industrial, and residential land-uses,
roadways, highways, hydro corridors, fallow and grassed fields, the Royal Woodbine
Golf Club, parklands, the Pearson International Airport, Mimico Creek and its associated
valleylands. While the majority of this segment of the study corridor is disturbed, it must
not be assumed that the existence of any of these disturbances removes all archaeological
potential from the areas where they are present. Confirmation of this can only be
achieved through a Stage 2 archaeological survey. Due to the high archaeological
potential classification of numerous locations within this segment, archaeological
concerns are still outstanding for this portion of the subject lands (see Figure 5.14).
Furthermore, this study area encompasses the Richview Memorial Cemetery (also known
as, Union Chapel cemetery plus Willow Grove and McFarlane Cemeteries). If there are
to be any construction impacts within 10 metres of the cemetery’s current boundaries,
further Stage 2 and Stage 3 investigations at this cemetery location will be necessary.
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proceed before receiving confirmation that the Ministry of Culture has entered the
report into the provincial register of reports.

3.0. Conclusions and Recommendations
The Stage 1 archaeological assessment of the proposed Eglinton Crosstown Light Rail
Transit (ECLRT) corridor, from Pearson International Airport to Kennedy Subway
Station, and the Pearson Airport Surface Connection study area, in the City of Toronto,
has indicated that, based on historical documentation, proximity of water sources and
previously registered archaeological sites, there is potential for the recovery of subsurface Aboriginal and Euro-Canadian, historic remains within their limits. While the
majority of the ECLRT study corridor and Pearson Airport Surface Connection study
area are disturbed, it must not be assumed that the existence of any of these disturbances
removes all archaeological potential from the areas where they are present. Confirmation
of this can only be achieved through a Stage 2 archaeological survey. Therefore, in light
of these results, the following recommendations are presented:

5. Any person discovering human remains must immediately notify the office of the
Heritage Operations Unit, Ministry of Culture (416-314-7143), the police or
coroner, and the Registrar of Cemeteries, Cemeteries Regulation Unit, Ministry of
Government Services (416-326-8404).
Under Section 6 of Regulation 881 of the Ontario Heritage Act, Archeoworks Inc. will,
“keep in safekeeping all objects of archaeological significance that are found and all field
records that are made.”

1. Due to the assessed undisturbed condition of specified sections within the ECLRT
study corridor; along with the established high potential for the recovery of
Aboriginal and/or Euro-Canadian remains within its limits, a Stage 2
archaeological field assessment of the identified undisturbed areas within this
route should be undertaken prior to any construction activities, to minimize
impacts to heritage resources. Should significant archaeological resources be
encountered, additional background research or fieldwork may be required by the
Ministry of Culture.
2. Due to the assessed undisturbed condition of specified sections within Pearson
Airport Surface Connection study area; along with the established high potential
for the recovery of Aboriginal and/or Euro-Canadian remains within its limits, a
Stage 2 archaeological field assessment of the proposed connection alignment
should be undertaken prior to any construction activities, to minimize impacts to
heritage resources. Should significant archaeological resources be encountered,
additional background research or fieldwork may be required by the Ministry of
Culture.
3. Should previously unknown or unassessed deeply buried archaeological resources
be uncovered during development, they may be a new archaeological site and
therefore subject to Section 48 (1) of the Ontario Heritage Act. The proponent or
person discovering the archaeological resources must cease alteration of the site
immediately and engage a licensed archaeologist to carry out archaeological
fieldwork, in compliance with Section 48 (1) of the Ontario Heritage Act. The
office of the Heritage Operations Unit, Ministry of Culture (416-314-7143) should
be contacted immediately.
4. This report is filed with the Minister of Culture in compliance with Section 65 (1)
of the Ontario Heritage Act. The ministry reviews reports to ensure that the
licensee has met the terms and conditions of the licence and archaeological
resources have been identified and documented according to the standards and
guidelines set by the ministry, ensuring the conservation, protection and
preservation of the heritage of Ontario. It is recommended that development not
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